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go on ? Was there really any prospect of their
reaching the summit or climbing any higher than
they had already climbed ? That evening it
seemed doubtful. But the next morning broke
fine ; there was soon a clear sky and glorious sun-
shine ; and hope revived, especially as snow was
being blown from the North-East Ridge and it
would soon be fit to climb.
And now they were pinning their faith on the
oxygen. They would not be able to establish a
second camp above the North Col. And without
a second camp they knew they could not, unaided,
climb higher than where they had already reached.
But oxygen was to work wonders. Somervell
had learnt about the mechanical details from
Finch, so could manage the apparatus, he was
sure. And those who had used the oxygen were
so convinced of its efficacy that Mallory and Somer-
vell made themselves believe in it too. They
intended to profit by Finch's experience. They
would again try to pitch a camp at 26,000 feet.
And they would not begin using oxygen until
they had reached 25,000 feet.
The wall to the North Col, however, had first to
be tackled. They did not expect to reach the
Col in one day : the amount of new snow on it
was too great. But they could begin work at
once carrying loads up some part of the way, for
they must make the most of the fine weather
while it lasted. That same day, therefore, June
7th, they commenced this work.